
Are We There Yet? 

Spiritual Road Tripping 

Waterford Community Church 

July / August 2017 

Connection Points 

     Ever ask that question when you were a 
kid?  Silly question, really.  Like why would 
your dad still be driving if you had reached the 
destination?  But you asked anyhow, probably 

because you were bored or impatient or just really wanting to 
get where you were going.  Unfortunately getting somewhere 
takes time.  And it also takes getting on the right roads so that 
you can get to the right places. 
     So maybe you’re wanting to ask “are we there yet” about 
church right now.  And the obvious answer is “no.”  But that 
doesn’t mean we’re not making progress—because actually 
we are, and quite a bit of it. 
     At the very end of February, Pastor Mark joined our team 
as executive pastor, bringing a ton of ministry experience, 
some new ideas, and an administrative mindset.  For the  
past three-plus months he has been meeting with people and 
ministry teams for the purpose of encouragement and support, 
but also to do the hard work of evaluation.  The thinking  
behind this process is that it’s not always easy to get where 
you want to go if you’re not sure where you are. 
     Then this spring we took several weeks with our Genius of 
God’s “AND” series to look at the values we want to embrace 
as a church.  (Need a refresher?  We want to be a church 
about grace and truth, that loves the lost and found, that 
comes and goes, where God works in us and through us, 

making use of both the old and the new).  These values  
provide important direction as we look to the future. 
     Also, our staff has been engaged in a coaching partnership 
with Oakpointe Church.  Our team has spent quite a bit of time 
interacting with the staff at OPC’s Milford campus, and we 
have also been able to observe the strategic planning  
process that the Novi campus is working through right now.  
Both opportunities have been very helpful as we look to learn  
from a ministry a little further down the road. 
     So right now we have the map in front of us, and we’re 
working to discern the best route to follow as we develop a 
strategic plan.  Our leadership team has identified some large-
scale goals we want to pursue as a church, and we are now 
looking to solidify the steps necessary to make the vision a 
reality.  At the end of the summer we will be sharing our  
progress, and then inviting you to help us with the final steps—
to provide further ideas as to how to reach our goals, but also 
to put feet to the ground as we pursue our mission.  It’s a  
journey we want to take together. 
     So, no, we’re not there yet (and BTW—we don’t ever want 
to feel like we’ve arrived!), but we’re excited about where we 
are heading, and we can’t wait to share some of the specifics 
with you (in fact, if you keep reading this newsletter you’ll learn 
about a couple of them!)  So hang on, we’ve got a few more 
miles to go.  But we’re getting there! 
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    Summers are about road trips.  Maybe it’s a day trip to the beach or to Cedar Point.  Sometimes it’s heading “up north” for the weekend.  
And other times it’s a longer extended vacation to a new place.  In each case, the destination is typically the main thing, but sometimes the 
trip to and from can be enjoyable, too, as we explore the various sights, scenic overlooks, attractions and distractions along the way. 
    Faith is like a road trip, a journey as much as a destination.  While it never seems like we quite get to where we want to go, we can make 
progress, and we can enjoy the process.  One of the things we have been spending quite a bit of time working on this summer is our spiritual 
formation pathway.  We believe that everyone is/should be on the journey—and we want to do all that we can to help every traveler. 
     We see spiritual formation as a process.  It is our passion to see each person grow to be a fruitful disciple of Jesus Christ where we are 
following Jesus, being changed by Jesus, and committed to the mission of Jesus. It is about each of us being committed to the three Greats 
of the Christian Faith; the Great Confession, the Great Commandment, and the Great Commission.  The Great Confession is about each of 
us declaring Jesus as Christ in our lives.  The Great Commandment is about our loving God and others.  And the Great Commission is 
about all of us not just being disciples, but disciple-makers. 
     As we look to develop this spiritual formation process we are looking at three primary pathways to promote growth.  These include Life 
Classes, Small Groups, and Mentoring Groups.  We want to provide options show that you can utilize any or all of the three as a tool to pro-
mote personal growth.  We look forward to sharing more with you this September as we launch a new ministry year.   
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USBL Baseball game  11 

Pray it forward  12 

Volunteer Appreciation 

Sunday  
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Get on the bus! 

Junkers to visit 

Want to hear an update from the Junkers, our 
missions partners in Japan?  They will be 
visiting with us on July 30; sharing with us 

during the service and during the 9:45 hour.   

Baseball Night 

Ready to check out some minor league base-
ball action?  On Friday, August 11, we will be 
heading to a game in Utica.  Get signed up so 

we can get you tickets ($12 each).   

Volunteer Appreciation  

We couldn’t do church at WCC without our 
volunteers!  So we want to say thanks by 
providing you breakfast and a brief program of 
appreciation and encouragement.  It’s coming 

your way on Sunday, August 27, at 9:45 am. 

Coming this fall—Tryouts! 

Ever wondered what a certain volunteer role 
would be like?  We’ll be giving you a one-
week tryout in September for you to check it 

out.  More details will be coming. 

Pray it forward 

You see it every month.  You hear about it 
every month.  And it’s always the same  
message—that prayer is one of the most 
important things we do at WCC.  And it is!   
If we are going to be the church we want to 
be, it will only happen if God blesses us in 
incredible ways.  We want to ask Him to do 
that.  We want to ask you to join us as we 
pray.  We won’t put you on the spot—but we 
do want you to be a part of this awesome 
opportunity!  Always the second Saturday of 

the month at 8am. 

Church in the Park 

On Sunday, July 16, we will be heading to 
Baycourt Park for our service with a picnic 
and games to follow.  Bring a lawn chair, a 
dish to pass (we’ll provide the burgers  
and dogs), and a friend.  This is a great  

opportunity to introduce someone to WCC! 

News you can use... 

     Currently we have more than twenty volunteer teams—meaning that you have more than twenty opportunities 
to serve, to engage, and to make a difference at WCC and in the world.  And while we are excited to have that 
many options, we think we could be better organized and more effective if we reduced that number to just seven.   
To be clear, we are not wanting to reduce the scope of our ministry. Rather, we want to expand it, and we think 

this change will help us be more focused, and will help us move into the future. 

    The seven teams we are proposing are as follows:  

 Community Impact (outreach) 

 Sunday Experience (welcome and worship) 

 Connections (assimilation) 

 Family Ministries 

 Spiritual Formation (discipleship) 

 Operations / environments 

 Communications 

     These teams will include our current teams, but combine them into larger groups.  Some of our ministry already 
functions in this structure, for example our Family Ministries team is comprised of smaller teams like Faith  

Mountain, Awana, middle school, Faith Safari, etc. 

    We hope to achieve two major purposes with this idea.  First, we hope to have everyone participate and  
engage as a member of at least one of these teams.  Second, we hope to utilize these teams as a vehicle to help 

us more effectively reach our community and grow our church. 

     We will have more to share about this idea as we move into the fall—but you can already be thinking and  

praying about how and where God wants to use you! 

July 

Middle School retreat 7,8 

Pray it forward  8 

Church in the Park 16 

Communion 30 

VBS begins 

(thru Aug 3) 

30 

  

  

     Hey kids! Gear up for a high-energy, 
action-packed week of fun and adventure 
as we explore some crazy inventions, but 
also learn about the greatest Creator of 
all, and His greatest creation—you! 
     Parents, get your kids (and grandkids) 
signed up for the fun, invite the neighbor-
hood kids to join in, and help us spread 
the word! 
     Why not plan to be a part of it yourself!  
We need lots of help, and we can find a 
job that fits you perfectly!  You can sign up 
at the info center at church. 
     VBS is for kids in k-5th grades and will 
begin on Sunday, July 30, and run through 
Thursday, August 3, 6-8 pm each evening. 
Want more info—call Lindsay Svacha at 
the church office. 


